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Honorable Director of 
Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir, 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. Sections 1 .97-1 .98, submitted herewith is Form 
PTO-1449 along with copies of the 2 references identified therein. Also submitted herewith is a 
copy of the European Search Report which was received by the Applicant on May 27, 2003 and 
which constitutes the first knowledge of the Applicant of the cited references. This Information 
Disclosure Statement is therefore being timely filed and no fee is due. 

US 6473863 (Genty et al.) describes system for enhancing the security of a virtual private 
network (VPN) by automatic pre-negotiation of a secondary configuration. If snooping or other 
security breaches are detected, the VPN tunnel is modified automatically to the secondary pre- 
arranged configuration (see abstract). Modification of the VPN tunnel involves using different 
IP addresses, different encryption keys, and a different encryption method (column 6, lines 14 - 



24). 



It is believed that the present invention as claimed is clearly patentably distinguished from this 
reference. In particular, there is no suggestion in Genty of a computer system comprising a first 
node connectable to a second node via one of a plurality of third nodes, as required by the present 
claim 1 . Moreover, there is no suggestion in Genty of any means for detecting failure of a 
selected third node, and means for selecting another third node and setting up an encrypted 
connection between the first node and the other selected third node, as required by claim 1 . 

The other reference (Panicker et al) was cited as a category A document, and it is believed that 
this reference, while of technological background interest, is not relevant to the invention as 
claimed in the present application. 

It is therefore submitted that the claims of this application are clearly patentable over the 
references. 

Examination of the application on its merits is awaited. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered, include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). Por Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the 
Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kin& of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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